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NEWS RELEASE

Two Week-ends of Great Sailing Action for Grenada Sailing Festival 2010 

Exciting new plans for the 2010 Grenada Sailing Festival were announced at a Reception on Friday 20 November, held at Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Marina. The event was attended by the Minister for Tourism, the Hon. Glynis Roberts, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Peter David, and Minister for Works, the Hon. Joseph Gilbert, and an audience of over one hundred, including Festival Sponsors, members of the yachting and marine industry and the Media. 

Mr. James Bristol, Festival Chairman, announced that for the first time the 2010 Grenada Sailing Festival would offer not one, but two week-ends of great sailing action. The organisers plan to take the ever popular event to a new level, and expand and grow both elements that make the Festival such a success – the international yacht racing and the traditional work boat regatta. By staging the sailing over two week-ends, Mr. Bristol explained, the Festival will provide more interesting and challenging racing for all participating sailors; more chances to share and exchange different sailing experiences and more fun and entertainment for supporters and visitors.    

So for 2010, the Grenada Sailing Festival, run in association with the Grenada Board of Tourism, will start on Friday 29 January, with four days of international yacht racing off the island’s southern coast in the Port Louis Racing Series, based at the Festival’s home port: Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Marina. Then, the local work boats will head for Grand Anse Beach the following week-end 6 & 7 February, when the traditional Grenada Sailing Festival Digicel Work Boat Regatta becomes a central part of the island’s National Independence Celebrations. Two very exciting events, both with their unique Grenadian character – two reasons to visit Grenada, to stay and sail and to enjoy the culture and warm hospitality. 
Mr. Bristol went on to say how pleased he was that the Festival is based for the second year running at a ‘Home Port’ – Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Marina, the island’s newest world-class marina facility, which will have some 160 slips available for yachts of all sizes. He went on to thank Camper & Nicholsons and Port Louis for their valuable support and partnership in the Festival, bringing the event to a new level and attracting more yachts to Grenada. Racing will start and finish from this base, and there will be new, longer courses, including an extended South Coast Ocean Triangle, providing more challenging racing to attract bigger yachts and the strongly competitive crews based in the Region, and provide challenging top quality racing and an early Sailing Season ‘Tune-Up’ to the international yachts visiting the Caribbean for the Winter.  

The sailing action will continue on Saturday and Sunday 6 & 7 February when the crowd-pulling Grenada Sailing Festival Digicel Work Boat Regatta comes to Grand Anse Beach. Exciting new plans will twin this spectacular week-end of racing with the island’s Independence Celebrations to make a fun event which will be a great attraction to locals and visitors alike. There will be all-action competition on the water between the sailing communities of Carriacou, Gouyave, Grand Mal, Petite Martinique, Sauteurs and Woburn, plus great live entertainment, games and activities for the children, arts and crafts on sale, and food stalls with all the best traditional dishes on offer. Plenty of participation and action and something for everyone to enjoy. 

In her keynote address, the Hon. Glenis Roberts, Minister of Tourism, warmly welcomed the new plans. She told the audience that the Ministry has identified sailing and yachting as a key element in making a contribution to the diversification of the Tourism product – essential to Grenada & its sister islands. She indicated how pleased her Ministry was to see the Festival organisers introduce changes to create two good reasons to visit and stay - and to experience all that is good about Grenada and its sister islands. 

Mr. Bristol thanked Festival sponsors and supporters on board already for 2010: Port Louis; Camper & Nicholsons Marinas; Digicel; the Grenada Board of Tourism; American Airlines; British Airways; Budget Marine; Boval; Colombian Emeralds; Mount Gay Rum; Heineken; FLOW; ScotiaBank; True Blue Bay Resort; Spice Island Marine; United Insurance; Coca Cola;  Horizon Yacht Charters; Island Dreams Yacht Services; Court’s; Deyna’s Tasty Foods; Grenada Electrical Contractors; Southern Electrical; Steele’s Auto Supplies and Renwick & Thompson. 
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