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NEWS RELEASE

Record Entry for 2010 Grenada Sailing Festival
A record 44 yachts took part in the 2010 Grenada Sailing Festival Port Louis Racing Series, presented by Camper & Nicholsons Marinas and Port Louis Trading. This year, the annual National event, run in association with the Grenada Board of Tourism, took place from Friday 29 January to Tuesday 2 February and organisers reported that they were delighted to welcome one of the strongest and most competitive fleets since the event began in 1994.

Yachts raced in six different classes, Racing, Racing/Cruising, Cruising, Charter, a one-design class of J24s and, for the first time in the Festival for several years, a class of Multihulls. The Festival fleet made a spectacular sight each morning, as the yachts vied for places at the start line, the sight was a photographer’s dream.
Grenada’s home-grown talent was in contention with tough local crews sailing with Richard Szyjan in Category 5, Grenada Marine’s Apero and Glyn, Justin and Peter ‘Champie’ Evans in Tanga Langa 3, as well as Carriacou’s Jerry Stewart with Bloody Mary. They were joined by some of the best names in Caribbean racing from neighbouring Trinidad, as well as Barbados and Antigua:  Wayward, Storm, Jaguar, Lost Horizon, Blackberry Enzyme and Whistler.  This year’s Festival also welcomed a great mix of other nationalities, with the UK, Ireland, USA, France and Holland strongly represented, plus skippers from as far away as New Zealand and South Africa. 

Organisers were also pleased to announce that its Charter Class was again sponsored by long-term supporters Boval, the Dutch Insurance Group. Over past years, the group flying to Grenada to compete has been steadily growing and for 2010, 49 keen sailors from The Netherlands joined the Festival, chartering seven boats to take part.

Over the four days of racing, initially in very strong wind conditions, the competition was proving very tight, with close results in every class. However, as the cumulative points notched up, the main contenders were becoming clear - Trinidad’s Peter Peake and Storm and British skipper James Dobbs in Lost Horizon in the Racing Class; Grenada’s Glyn and Peter Evans and Tanga Langa 3 keeping the National flag flying up against Trinidadians Jerome McQuilkin, Peter Morris  and David Leighton in Wayward, Jaguar and Survivor in Racing/Cruising; John McLean from the UK in Pentanamos and Grenada Marine’s Apero in Cruising; UK’s Chris Doyle and the Anguillan yacht Ti Kanot, another UK skipper Max Hyslop with Sasha and Joe Walsh and Suave from the USA in Multihull; Robert Povey and Neil Burke from Barbados in Hawkeye and Impulse with Grenada’s Robbie Yearwood in Die Hard in the J24 Class.
One result was already clear – the Port Louis Pursuit Race held on Monday morning was won by UK skipper John McLean in his Contessa 32 Pentanamos, in front of Austrian Dieter Huppenkothen in Rasmus, a Swan 43, with Barbados skipper Robert Povey taking third in his J24 Hawkeye. The winners of this one-off race received unique trophies as well: especially commissioned glass sculptures designed and made by local sculptor Rene Froelich.
At the end of the four day Racing Series the Overall Class results were:

J24

1. Robert Povey Barbados Hawkeye 

2. Robbie Yearwood Grenada Die Hard 

3.  Neil Burke Barbados Impulse 

Boval Charter Class

1.  Marinus Arts Holland Alemata 3  Beneteau Cycldes 443 
2.  Tijmen van Elst Holland Ben’s Inspiration   “
3.  Eddy Warger Holland  Life of Reilly             “

Multihull

1. Joe Walsh USA Suave Lagoon 470 
2.  Chris Doyle UK Ti Kanot Simpson 40

3.  Max Hyslop UK Sasha Outremer 45
Cruising Class 2
1. John McLean UK Pentanamos Contessa 32 
2. Isaac Thomas Grenada Apero Albin Stratus 36 
3. George Haworth UK Quay Three Elan 37
Cruising Class 1
1. Glyn & Peter Evans Grenada Tanga Langa 3 First 47.7 

2. Jerome McQuilkin Trinidad Wayward Oceanis 43
3. David Leighton Trinidad Survivor Jeanneau Sun Magic 44
Racing
1. Peter Peake Trinidad Storm RP44

2. James Dobbs UK Lost Horizon J122

3. Graham Deegan New Zealand  Akarana Nauter Swan 46 

Traditionally, the final prize presentation is a Champagne night, and this year was no exception.  All Class winners received Magnums, plus a Seiko Sports watch from local jeweller West Indian Treasure Chest, and all placed skippers took away bottles, presented by the Honourable Glynnis Roberts, Minister of Tourism.  Racing Class winner Peter Peake and Storm also took the Overall Festival Winner title, with five straight firsts, a second and another first across the Racing Series. Peter was presented with a steel yacht sculpture, newly commissioned from a designer based in Cornwall, England, two return tickets to the UK courtesy of British Airways, and of course plenty of champagne for the crew to share. 
The prizes did not end there. This year for the first time there was a record class of J24s thanks to the commitment of sailors from Trinidad and Barbados. In recognition of this effort skippers were presented with great week-end breaks for two donated by local hoteliers: A week end for 2 at True Blue Bay Resort to Robert Povey (Hawkeye); a week-end for 2 at True Blue Bay Resort for Neil Burke (Impulse); a week end for 2 at Spice Island Beach Resort for Charlie Gloumeau (Fade Away). There was also a week-end for 2 at La Source for regular Festival visitor and supporter Steve Bushe (Ambushe). David Tod and the crew of Blue Bayou were presented with a prize of a Dinner at The Calabash.

Also for the first time, there was a new Trophy for the most outstanding female sailor, sponsored by Budget Marine. For 2010, Annie O’Sullivan, crewing on the very successful Pentanemos from the UK took away the prize, a beautifully crafted wall-mounted Chronometer. 
Marinus Arts, the winner of the Boval Charter Class also took back to Holland a prize of a Charter with Horizon Yacht Charters, donated by the company. Spice Island Marine services also donated two Haul–outs, which were presented to John McLean with Pentanamos, in recognition of gaining the lowest points score in the Cruising Class, and to Dieter Huppenkothen and Rasmus for his long-term support and attendance at the Festival. Also, in recognition of the success of Apero and the Grenada Marine crew, skipper Isaac Thomas won a voucher for the purchase of an outboard engine, donated by McIntyre Brothers.
For the second year running, yachts taking part in the annual Festival docked at a ‘Home Port’ – Port Louis by Camper & Nicholsons Marinas, the island’s newest international class marina facility. All  racing started and finished from this base, so there was four days of high activity – both on the water and at great dockside ‘Finish Line Limes’, Happy Hours and After-Race Parties focusing on the new-look Port Louis Marina and Victory Bar.
This year the sailing action in Grenada continued on the following Independence week-end, 6 and 7 February, when the focus moved to Grand Anse Beach for the Digicel Work Boat Regatta. 32 boats from the traditional local sailing communities of Carriacou, Gouyave, Grand Mal, Sauteurs, Petite Martinique and Woburn competed for prizes and the coveted title of Skipper of the Year. For the first time in 2010, the event became a great sailing feature of the island’s Independence celebrations, with live music, food, games and entertainment for everyone. 
The 2010 Grenada Sailing Festival was run with presentation partners Camper & Nicholsons Marinas & Port Louis, in association with the Grenada Board of Tourism. The organisers also thank Work Boat Regatta sponsor Digicel, plus sponsors and supporters for 2010: ScotiaBank; United Insurance; FLOW; Mount Gay Rum, Heineken and Water One with Bryden & Minors; Budget Marine; Boval; Spice Island Marine Services; West Indian Treasure Chest; Horizon Yacht Charters; American Airlines; British Airways; Coca Cola; Island Dreams Yacht Services; Steele’s Auto Supplies; Turbulence Grenada; True Blue Bay Resort; Spice Island Beach Resort; La Source; The Calabash; The Flamboyant; McIntyre Brothers. Thanks also goes to Courts; Southern Electrical; Independence Agencies; Deyna’s and Grenada Electrical Contractors for their support on the Beach for the Digicel Work Boat Regatta.
Make sure next year’s dates are on the 2011 calendar: 28 January to 1 February
All final results and news can be found on the Festival website www.grenadasailingfestival.com 
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