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NEWS RELEASE

Start Line Already Strong for 2010 Grenada Sailing Festival
Some of the best racing and racing/cruising yachts are already booked on the start line for the 2010 Grenada Sailing Festival, presented by Port Louis and Camper & Nicholsons Marinas. The annual National event, run in association with the Grenada Board of Tourism, will run from 29 January to 2 February 2010, and organisers report that they are looking forward to one of the strongest and most competitive fleets since the event began in 1994.

In the Racing Class, 2009 Festival winner James Dobbs with his Antiguan based J122 Lost Horizon will take on some stiff competition from such prominent names in Caribbean sailing as  Peter Peake with Storm, and Paul Solomon skippering Enzyme, both from Trinidad, plus well-known Festival competitors Steven Lewis and brothers from Barbados in Whistler. Grenada’s home-grown talent will also be in contention with tough local crews sailing for Richard Szyjan in Category 5, David Cullen in Pocket Rocket and Justin and Peter ‘Champie’ Evans in Tanga Langa 3. The event will also be welcoming back British skipper Hugh Pringle and his crack Cowes Week crew, in the very fast Lancelot, and saying hallo for the first time to visitors from Martinique in Sonadio.
The Cruising Class is looking just as strong, with early notice from Jaguar, Wayward, Bloody Mary and Boxxer that they will be contesting the Festival title again in 2010. Already the J24 fleet is looking very competitive too, with local boats Die Hard, Blew by You and Tempest taking on Steve Bushe’s Ambushe from Trinidad, Barbados Js Paddington and Hawkeye, skippered by Peter Hoad  and Robert Povey. 
Organisers are also delighted to announce that its Charter Class will again be sponsored by long-term supporters Boval, the Dutch Insurance Group. Over past years, the group flying to Grenada to compete has been steadily growing and now 49 keen sailors from The Netherlands will be joining the 2010 Festival, chartering seven boats to take part.

Part of the good early response is being attributed to the news that the 2010 Festival will be offering some newly designed longer courses as well as extending the very popular South Coast Ocean Triangle. Putting these changes in place has been specifically introduced by the organisers to attract bigger yachts and the strongly competitive crews based in the Region, and provide challenging top quality racing and an early Sailing Season ‘Tune-Up’ to the international yachts visiting the Caribbean for the Winter. 

For the second year running, yachts taking part in the annual Festival will all be able to dock at a ‘Home Port’ – Port Louis by Camper & Nicholsons Marinas, the island’s newest international class marina facility, which will have some 160 slips available for yachts of all sizes. Racing will start and finish from this base, with great dockside ‘Finish Line Limes’, Happy Hours and a new calendar of After-Race Parties focusing on the new-look Port Louis Marina and Victory Bar. 

Danny Donelan, Sales & Marketing Co-ordinator for Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Marina, commented: “We are extremely pleased to be the home of this important National event. We believe that a partnership between the Festival and Camper & Nicholsons, a name linked with quality and prestige, will result in even greater numbers of yachts heading for and staying in Grenada. Also, with the Festival being a part of the Southern Caribbean Regatta Circuit, there are even more reasons to ‘Stay South & Sail’. We look forward to welcoming owners, skippers and crews to Port Louis in January to experience the great friendliness, great sailing and great facilities.” 

Watch out for details on the Festival website www.grenadasailingfestival.com and for more information about booking dock space contact Danny Donelan on danny.donelan@cnportlouismarina.com or call +1 (473) 435 7432.

The event for 2010 will be run with presentation partners Port Louis and Camper & Nicholsons Marinas, in association with the Grenada Board of Tourism. The organisers also thank Work Boat Regatta sponsor Digicel, plus sponsors and supporters for 2010: American Airlines; British Airways; Colombian Emeralds; Mount Gay Rum; Heineken; ScotiaBank; United Insurance; Budget Marine; Boval and Spice Island Marine Services. Thanks also goes to long term supporters True Blue Bay Resort and Coca Cola. 

<Ends>

Note to Editors: 

Southern Caribbean Regatta Circuit 2010:

Carriacou Sailing Series, 13 – 16 January
Grenada Sailing Festival Port Louis Racing Series, 29 January – 2 February

Tobago Carnival Regatta, 18 – 21 February
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