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NEWS RELEASE

More Great Sailing Action Planned for Grenada Sailing Festival 2011 

Plans for the 2011 Grenada Sailing Festival were announced at a Reception on Tuesday 30 November, held at Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Marina. The event was attended by the Minister for Tourism, the Hon. Peter David, and an audience including Festival Sponsors, members of the yachting and marine industry and the Media. 

For the second year, the 2011 Festival will offer two week-ends of exciting, high quality and very different sailing action. The event, run in association with the Grenada Board of Tourism, will start on Friday 28 January, with four days of international yacht racing based at the Festival’s Home Port and Racing Headquarters: Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Marina. Then, the local work boats will head for Grand Anse Beach the following week-end 5 & 6 February, when the traditional Grenada Sailing Festival Digicel Work Boat Regatta becomes a central part of the island’s National Independence Celebrations. Two very exciting events, both with their unique Grenadian character – two reasons to visit Grenada, to stay and sail and to enjoy the culture and warm hospitality. 

The Festival, now in its 18th year, is based for the third year running at a ‘Home Port’ – Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Marina, the island’s newest world-class marina facility. This valuable partnership with Camper & Nicholsons has created a new atmosphere and camaraderie in the event. With a base for all participating racers and excellent facilities, including the newly completed Victory Bar & Restaurant, the Festival has moved to another level, allowing more chances to share and exchange different sailing experiences and providing more fun and entertainment for supporters and visitors. 

Racing will start and finish from this base at Port Louis, and there will be a new mix of courses, providing more challenging racing to attract bigger yachts and the strongly competitive crews based in the Region, and provide challenging top quality racing and an early Sailing Season ‘Tune-Up’ to the international yachts visiting the Caribbean for the Winter. There are also other plans to improve the racing experience for 2011, including a separate Racing Series and different courses for the smaller J24 yachts. The fleet, made up of yachts from Grenada, Barbados and Trinidad, will race off Grand Anse and their close fought and highly competitive sailing will be a great sight for spectators on the beach.  
Exciting sailing action will continue on Saturday and Sunday 5 & 6 February when the crowd-pulling Grenada Sailing Festival Digicel Work Boat Regatta comes to Grand Anse Beach. Twinning this spectacular week-end of racing with the island’s Independence Celebrations will make a fun event which will be a great attraction to locals and visitors alike. There will be all-action competition on the water between the sailing communities of Carriacou, Gouyave, Grand Mal, Petite Martinique, Sauteurs and Woburn, plus great live entertainment, games and activities for the children, arts and crafts on sale, and food stalls in a Community Kitchen, where all the best traditional dishes will be on offer. New for 2011, there will also be a Junior Dinghy Racing Championship staged on Saturday 5 January, when Grenada’s talented young sailors will be able to show their skills to the crowd on Grand Anse Beach in an event organised by the Grenada Sailing Festival, Grenada Yacht Club and Grenada National Sailing Academy. 
In the keynote address at the reception, the Hon. Peter David, Minister of Tourism, warmly welcomed the plans. He told the audience that the Ministry sees sailing and yachting as a key element in the diversification of the Tourism product – essential to the economic development of Grenada & its sister islands. He indicated how pleased the Ministry was to see the Festival organisers continuing to make changes to promote the excellent sailing conditions and facilities the island has to offer and to encourage more yachts, skippers and crews to  visit and stay - and to experience all that is good about Grenada and its sister islands. 
The Grenada Sailing Festival wishes to thank its sponsors and supporters on board already for 2011: the Grenada Board of Tourism; Camper & Nicholsons Marinas; Digicel; United Insurance; FLOW; ScotiaBank; Mount Gay Rum & Heineken with their agent Bryden & Minors; Budget Marine; True Blue Bay Resort; The Moorings; North South Wines; The Victory Bar & Restaurant; Coca Cola; SOL EC Ltd.; American Airlines; British Airways; Island Dreams Yacht Services; Horizon Yacht Charters; Turbulence Grenada; Court’s; Deyna’s Tasty Foods; Grenada Electrical Contractors; Southern Electrical; Steele’s Auto Supplies; Grenlec and Glenelg Spring Water. 
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